Freestyle Notes – Degree of Difficulty
Judges will consider –
· Choreography - interesting varied patterns to use the 20 x 60m space creatively rather than spending too much time on the track or relying conventional patterns in standard tests like full diagonals
· Symmetry/equality in the presentation  of left & right rein work

· Original lines

· Fluidity & balance in the work

· Clear placing of the movements for benefit of judges & spectators

Degree of difficulty (DoD)
When only the minimal requirements are fulfilled a 6 is appropriate

If there is a rise in the DoD, the mark can be higher – possibly a 7. 

Did the risks come off? If not, they were not well-calculated. 

How many times was the degree of difficulty higher? How difficult was the risk? (2 time flying changes are generally easiest on a long side,  more difficult on a diagonal line, more difficult again on a curved line, & most difficult on a circle or through an end of the arena.)

How well executed was the higher DoD?

Unless it is well-performed, it may be better to simply aim for high technical marks & satisfactory artistic marks.  A correct basic freestyle may earn more marks than a difficult but poorly performed freestyle. 
There should be harmony & ease.

· Did it all still flow?

· Did the hard parts have a negative impact on the following movement?

Samples of DoD in a Novice test –

· A canter-trot-canter transition over X with only 2-3 steps of trot.

· A transition into counter canter from trot. 

· Lengthened canter on the ¾ line.

· Lengthened trot on the centreline.

· A leg yield zig zag – eg from the wall to X & then back to the wall.
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