Giving & Retaking the Reins  

in Preliminary, Novice & Medium Tests

In Preliminary and Novice tests we want horses to show the forward downward stretch when we give the reins over for instance a whole circle. Ginny Creed (FEI ‘I’ Judge) reminded judges at a seminar that judges need to reward a different response in the Preliminary and Novice tests from the response sought where reins are given only briefly, now in the Medium tests.  

Preliminary & Novice

Eg  “C - Circle right 20m diameter allowing the horse to stretch forward & downwards” 

In Preliminary and Novice tests, the rider should allow the horse to gradually take the rein forward and downward over the first portion of the circle while maintaining a light contact, then should gradually shorten the reins again over the last portion of the circle until the horse is back in a position where he is on the bit in a working trot frame again at C. The horse is only meant to be at his most stretched for about half a circle. 

It is not a competition to see who can stretch the most or for the longest distance over the circle.  The priorities are that the horse maintains rhythm, suppleness and connectedness. We need to remember that if we expect riders to exaggerate the amount of rein that they give, this could well compromise the quality of the rhythm, balance and contact.

Medium
1. The movement in 4B 

    “C – Circle right 20m, showing a clear release of inside rein for 4-5 strides  

     over centreline”

2. The movement in 4C  
“C – Circle left 20m, clearly giving both reins for 4-5 strides over   

 centreline”

In Medium tests 4B and 4C, the rider should show the horse’s ability to remain in self- carriage when the inside rein or both reins are given for only 4-5 strides. The horse’s outline, rhythm and balance should not change during the brief moment while the contact is yielded. The horse should not make a forward downward stretch in this brief movement, but show ‘uberstreichen.’ 
FEI ‘O’ level judge Axel Steiner explained at a seminar this year that judges should avoid giving an error of course if they do not see the ‘giving of the reins for 4-5 steps’ executed, as it may be difficult to recognise in certain situations. He remarked that a rhythmical soft ‘give and retake’ should be well rewarded - while a barely visible give and retake should be marked less generously.
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