PARA EQUESTRIAN SELECTION FOR LONDON – ONE MORE NOMINATION EVENT TO GO!
Three Western Australian riders are pinning their hopes for selection for the London Olympics on the final Para Equestrian Nomination event in Sydney, in May.  The first Nomination event was the CPEDI3*, which was held at Werribee in December and the second event, the National Para Equestrian Championships, was held, again at Werribee, two weeks ago.
At the CPEDI3*, both Fleur Litster and Lesley Smit were Reserve Champions in Grade II and Grade IV’ respectively. Sharon Jarvis also competed on the stallion, Showdown and was well placed in her Grade III tests.

At the Second Nomination event – the National Para Equestrian Championships – Fleur Litster was again Reserve Champion Grade II rider and Sharon Jarvis was Reserve Champion Grade III rider.  This time Sharon was riding Michar,  a lovely Warmblood, generously loaned to her by Ms Eddie Blass. Although Odorado was back in work, after an injury, but it was considered best to give him a bit more time before the trip across the Nullarbor.  Unfortunately, for Lesley, Willowcroft Serendipity had also sustained an injury and was not ready to make the trip.
The trials and tribulations of being an Equestrian!!

The results from the Nationals were promising – Fleur was second in all her tests to Grace Bowman from South Australia and Sharon won her Team Test and was second in both the Individual Championship Test and the Freestyle.  Both Fleur and Sharon notched up some good scores.  In the Team Test, Sharon won on a score of 68.95%. In the Championship Test, Fleur scored 63.492% and Sharon had 68.111% and in the Freestyle Fleur was on 64.500% and Sharon was on 73.000%. The Champion Grade III Rider was Chelsea Higgins from Queensland and the Champion Grade II Rider was Grace Bowman.
Sharon flew back from Werribee to compete at the Guinot Autumn Dressage Festival. This incorporated, amongst other championships, the WA State Dressage Championships and the Para Equestrian Championships.  Sharon made it worth her while by taking out the Para Equestrian Championship on Beijing Olympic Eventing Silver Medallist, Ringwould Jaguar.  ‘Jag’ came out of retirement to partner Sharon in fine style!  They scored 71.5% in the Freestyle.  What an amazing horse he is!  Reserve Champion was Grade IV rider, Kate Eiszele riding Mirinda Composer. Sharon also very was successful riding Ringwould Unicorn in the Associate Pony Classes, winning all her tests.
After a short break back in Perth, the riders are now heading to Sydney for the last Nomination event.   Fleur has left her horse, Penroban Augustus, in the East as she had to return to Perth to work and Sharon will collect Odorado and cross the Nullarbor, once again.  Hopefully, Lesley and Willowcroft Serendipity will be joining them.
The composition of the Australian Para Equestrian Team is still quite open.  In Para Equestrian a National Team must have at least one Grade 1A or Grade 1B or Grade II rider.  The other three riders come from any of the five grades but no more that two riders can come from the same Grade.  Teams often decide to have at least two in the Grade 1A,1B or II category as if one horse is unable to compete they have another to make up the team.  If there is no combination from Grades 1A, 1B or II, the country does not have a team.  This adds another challenging dimension to selecting a team for the Olympics or for the World Equestrian Games. 
I’m sure that all Western Australian equestrians wish Fleur, Lesley and Sharon the very best of luck in this last competition. It would be really exciting to have Western Australia represented in the Australian Dressage and Para Dressage Teams. Fingers crossed for Fleur, Lesley, Sharon and Hayley!!
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