What makes a good Judge? 
As a judge you need to be absolutely punctual so the first horse after any break is not disadvantaged by going past his peak. You need to be highly organised, yet flexible.  You have to be able to make decisions quickly, confident of your knowledge and its source.  You must possess diplomacy, tact and a sense of humour.  You have to be able to admit mistakes and also be able to diffuse a volatile situation.

You are part of a team and if you are the Chief Judge, you have to lead that team.  You must be approachable by riders and coaches.  You must also act professionally in relation to your judging.  As a judge, you most probably have a greater impact on the sport than riding coaches!

As a judge you must be able to perform the three S's:

· See

· Say

· Score

DEMANDS REQUIRED OF A DRESSAGE JUDGE
· Absolute objectivity and impartiality, free of arrogance, but with humility and a sympathetic approach
· The ability to see, distinguish and to compare from the first to the last horse in a competition in order to find the correct relationship in giving the marks and
· Through this, a just judgement.  This includes MENTAL VERSATILITY experience and routine

· The judge has to have a sound knowledge of the theoretical part, as well as the dressage training.  They also must be able to recognise BASIC QUALITIES and therefore MAIN FAULTS that originate from an incorrect training program.  They should be able to differentiate between faults due to momentary unfitness or a careless mistake.  They should not only be able to register and count mistakes like a bookkeeper, but also more importantly, bear in mind the difference between the significant and insignificant faults and good things.

· Today, when competitions last much longer than in the past, it is important for the judges to be PHYSICALLY FIT, ALERT AND ABLE TO CONCENTRATE FOR LONG PERIODS OF TIME.  Judges must be able to follow the tests attentively from the beginning to the end.  Only then can they maintain the right relationship of the marks during the whole competition.

· Ideally dressage judges should have trained horses themselves for dressage competitions and taken part as competitors to help with understanding of the challenges of Dressage competition.
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