DWA Statement for Rider’s Forum Oct 17th 2012
Autumn & Spring Dressage Festivals:

· At the Rider’s Forum on 21st April 2012 it was discussed that the ADF (State Championships) is too early in the year for riders to prepare their horses appropriately (particularly due to lack of competitions in the hotter summer months). 

· An appropriate date for the State Championships has been a source of discussion for a number of years, and there have been conflicting opinions from riders. To resolve the issue DWA created and issued a Rider’s Survey (through EWA).  The response clearly indicated that the preferred date for the 2013 State Championships was the SDF.
· Finding a date in September/October has been difficult (due to a number of events at the SEC and other major events, including Show Horse HOTY, Fairbridge ODE, Pony Club Nationals, Interschool Nationals, Royal Show, Patrons Cup, National Dressage Championships in Sydney 24-27th Oct). The only suitable date available is 14th/15th September so this has been booked for the 2013 Dressage State Championships and will also incorporate the Associate Championships. 
· Due to the move of States to the SDF the current Dressage Horse/Pony of the Year Leaderboard format is not viable for 2013. The DWA committee would like to have an ADF incorporating a revised DHOYL/DPOYL format as well as tests for all levels, but unless an appropriate Event organiser is found for Dressage Promotions Inc. an ADF is unlikely to go ahead.
Young Dressage Horse Qualifiers:

· Riders raised the need for more YDH qualifiers due to the increasing quality of young horses in WA representing some prime studs. The YDH horse qualifying period for the National YDH Championships (DWTS March 21st-24th 2012, VIC) is from 1st August 2012. In response to this WA YDH Championships (a Qualifier) were incorporated into the 2012 SDF as YDH judges were present from Eastern states (unfortunately low numbers caused a problem with sponsors). Serpentine is also running a YDH Qualifier on 21st October and Perth Dressage Club on 25th November. Hopefully, a similar situation can be negotiated with event organisers for 2013.
EWA membership fees and SEC:

· Riders felt that the number of riders joining EWA & purchasing Dressage Performance Cards has decreased due to Equnect problems & high membership fees? (partly due to a proportion of membership money needed to support the SEC). At the April 21st Forum riders perceived a lack of value for money at the SEC.
· The CEO EWA and SEC have been working towards improving the SEC through busy bee’s, outside (non-equestrian) hire, training days and in conjunction with DWA ran three Friday Day/Evening Dressage competitions in June/July. DWA has also scheduled a competition in November, and previously ran an Official, Associate & training test Dressage Day fundraiser at Orange Grove’s grounds to help pay for the new Judges Boxes at the SEC.
· EA National is proposing a new membership structure for 2013 which is under review, as membership numbers are falling in all states across Australia. The suggestion by the ADC is that more Associate riders need to be attracted back to EA through a greater price differential between “Competitor” and “Recreational” categories.
Comparison with Eventing

Riders at the Forum in April compared the entries in Eventing with interest in Dressage in WA. 

Dressage could emulate the Eventing model. 

There are approximately 12 official Eventing fixtures held each year in WA, each attracts good numbers of entries. Charging entry fees comparable with those in official Eventing ie $150-$389 per horse for the higher level competitions, and concentrating efforts into a similar much smaller number of official Dressage fixtures each year might be one way of increasing entry numbers and ensuring that Dressage compares more favourably with Eventing.  This might make events viable for clubs, and help to address the issue of shortages of organisers, helpers, and officials.

Competition Calendar:

· Request by riders to have a Calendar produced earlier in the year, and any added dates throughout the year to be clearly advertised. 
· DWA now have a website which is updated regularly with all Dressage news, including the calendar.
· Any additions or changes to dates are advertised on the EWA email blast and placed on the DWA website.
· The EWA recently had a Dates meeting (10th October 2012) and the 2013 Dressage Event Calendar is almost complete. There are approximately 38 Events currently scheduled and DWA will look at ways to fill in gaps in the calendar particularly during June, July and August.
· Dates during DWA committee period included:

4 Dec – DWA event at OGHPC 

21-22 Jan – Southern Districts (Albany)

5 Feb – Serpentine

4 March – Margaret River

11 March – Henty (Dardanup)

11 March – Perth Dressage

24 March – Swan River (Off Elem +)

25 March – Swan Valley Equestrian Park (Novice)

1 April – Busselton

21-22 April – ADF (SEC), incl. Adult Rider & Pony Club 
22 April – Geraldton Combined Equestrian
29 April – Gidgegannup Dressage
6 May – Bunbury

12 May – Swan River (Off Elem +)

13 May – Pinjarra

19-20 May – Mid-West DRTA (Geraldton)

20 May – Katanning (Assoc & Unoff)

26-27 May – Southern Districts (Albany)

8 June – DWA Friday Helping Hands (SEC)

10 June – Margaret River

10 June – Geraldton

10 June – Kalamunda (Assoc & Training)

24 June – Serpentine
7 July – Swan River (Off Elem +)

8 July – Geraldton

15 July – Orange Grove (incl. Adult rider & Pony Club)

20 July – DWA Friday Helping Hands (SEC)

27 July – DWA Friday Helping Hands (SEC)

11-12 August - Dryandra

18-19 August – Geraldton Championships
26 August – DAWA

1-2 Sept – Henty Championships

8-9 Sept – SDF (SEC), incl. Adult Rider & Pony Club
22-23 Sept – Katanning

23 Sept - Geraldton

23 Sept – Gidge Dressage (Assoc & Unoff)

7 Oct – Bunbury

13 Oct – Swan Valley Dressage (Brookleigh)

13-14 Oct – Margaret River Spectacular

21 Oct – Serpentine

28 Oct – Kalamunda (Assoc, Training, Adult Rider & Pony Club)

11 Nov – Albany Ag Society
24 Nov – DWA Event (SEC)
25 Nov – Perth Dressage (Assoc. & Official Prelim to Elem)
A large number of competitions have been run in 2012 catering for all levels, including Associate & Adult Rider. A number of clubs have also run training days throughout the year.
General:
· DWA to look at holding Event organisers workshop/providing a liaison contact to help with the requirements/any queries regarding running a Dressage event.
· DWA provided a significant amount of support to SEC management to organise the three Helping Hands Dressage competitions and the upcoming event on 24th Nov. This has now provided the SEC management with the appropriate skills to continue running events in 2013.
· DWA to look at hosting a “Have a Go Dressage Day” in 2013 to attract other riders into the sport.
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