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Wishing you all a Happy New Year 
and thank you to all the judges who have already 
completed their Judges ‘Surveys & returned them.

Judges’ Survey
Dressage WA would like to receive your feedback so that they can address any key needs Judges may have.  DWA first surveyed WA judges in 2008, and responded to the feedback then by providing more Judges Seminars for Judges to go to, and by increasing the recommended reimbursement for Judges. 
Dressage WA is keen to compare responses in 2012 with those from 2008. We have tried to make the Judges Survey very user friendly, it can be a very quick tick and flick exercise if you want it to be. It may be completed on a hard copy and posted, or it may be returned electronically. Sharon Addison is collating all the data electronically, and as far as we can tell, our Survey puts WA at the cutting edge in our efforts to make improvements for WA Judges. The more Judges Surveys we receive, the higher will be the value and quality of the data we collect. We do hope you will send yours in this week if you have not already done so. 
Half Marks may be used from 1 Jan 2012 in EA competitions

It is not mandatory to use half marks, but there may be some places in a test where they can be useful, using them in the Collectives can help to more accurately rank horses’ paces, impulsion or submission marks, and rider marks.  We would like Judges to instruct their writers to put a zero after any full marks eg 6.0 so there is no confusion.
 

Please pass this information on to your fellow Judges and to all writers. If you have the opportunity, could you pass this information on to affiliated clubs and request that they pass it on to all their writers. 
New Rule Books

Now could be a good time to download (or upload them to a tablet if you have one) and read the new EA and FEI Dressage Rule Books for 2012 from the EA website. 

Young Dressage Horse Seminar 17th March & Assessment on 18th March at SEC
Susie Hoevenaars (YDH Judge & Judge Educator, A Level Judge). Susie is one of only two FEI 5* Dressage Judges in Australia, she has a wealth of experience at the high performance level of Dressage, and has judged at many major Dressage events in Europe,  Australia, and other parts of the world. If you are an NOAS C level judge and above and would like to become a Young Dressage Horse judge you can upgrade at this seminar. If you wish to upgrade we need to know well ahead of time    Please pre-register on elaine_greene@westnet.com.au
Reaccreditation Seminar D-C – 10th March (venue tba)
Pollyanne Huntington (Judge Educator, A Level Judge, FEI I Eventing), pre-register on elaine_greene@westnet.com.au
Time limit between exams 
There is no longer a time limit between upgrading exams. This was deleted effective from 1/1/11
Fast tracking 
9.8 – Please note that the eligibility has now been extended to include Level 2 and Level 3 Eventing Coaches from 1/1/12
Abuse of horses  
‘No person may abuse a horse during an event or at any other time.’  We as judges have a responsibility to report any abuse seen at an event no matter where it occurs on the grounds. All incidents must be reported within 14 days – refer to rule 1.3
H level Judges 
H Level Judges can judge Associate Prelim alone & 2 H Levels can judge Associate Novice competitions.

Sitting in first then shadow judging
From 2012 it is proposed that candidates for H Level will be encouraged to sit in for the first part of a large competition (class) before shadowing the last 10 or more tests, rather than shadow judging the entire competition. 

Reaccreditation for 31 March 2012

A list of Seminars held over the last 2 years follows, in case you need to jog your memory. To reaccredit, you need to have completed a Dressage Judges Seminar at your level within the last 2 years.
Please note that in 2012 all existing NOAS Dressage Judges from H – A levels will need to reaccredit. Just a reminder of the EA Rules for Dressage 2011. All judges, including H level and DWA State Judges, need to have attended a seminar in the last 2 years. 
9.15 General Conditions to Maintain Accreditation

To remain an EA NOAS-accredited Judge, Judges must carry out these requirements:

( be a member of EA of at least Officiating/Officials level

( complete an Open Rule Book Test (ORBT) every two years with a mark of at least 90%

9.15.1 Compulsory – to be achieved over a period of two years

( attend a reaccreditation seminar every 2 years at their level as per rule 12

( attend a workshop or symposium in the alternate years (rule 13, 14)

( judge 4 Official events at your highest judging level

( judge 2 other events at any level up to your highest level (these can be Official, Associate, Pony, AHRC, Eventing, Inter Schools etc)

( Judges must earn a minimum of 12 points over a two-year period from the Activities Table on the EA NOAS Dressage Judges Reaccreditation form

Best wishes
Wendy Barker
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Christmas Dressage Day raises over $3,000.00 in funds for Judges Boxes at SEC


Dressage WA and Dressage WA Promotions Inc joined forces to hold a highly successful Dressage Day at Orange Grove H & PC on December 4th to wind up the 2011 year. The Dept of Sport & Rec provided funds to help build the initial structures for the International Arena at SEC, however Dressage WA would like to see them made weatherproof. The event was a fundraiser with the aim of fitting at least one of the boxes with safety glass windows all round to keep the wind and rain out.  
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